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1 Introduction 
Welcome to the user guide of DMI. 
 
Desktop Management Interface (DMI) is a standard, created and managed by the Desktop Management Task Force (DMTF), for 
establishing a standard framework for managing system components of desktop systems and servers. 
 
Components must provide a Management Information Format (MIF) file to be DMI compliant. MIF files describe a component's 
manageable attributes. 
 
DMI is a set of windows based utilities which contains two part of DMI elements (MA & CI) that enable you to monitor VIA 
Rhine Family Fast Ethernet Adapter on desktop systems and servers. It could be run under Microsoft Windows operation 
systems such as Windows 95/95osr2/98/98se/me/nt4/2000/XP/server 2003. 
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2 DMI Architecture 
The DMI architecture includes a Service Layer, a Management Information Format (MIF) database, a Management Interface (MI), 
and a Component Interface (CI).  The DMI Service Layer acts as an information broker between manageable products and 
management applications.  The MIF database defines the standard manageable attributes of PC and server products. 
 
The MI allows DMI-enabled management applications to access, manage and control desktop computers, components, and 
peripherals, while the CI allows components to be seen and managed by applications that call the DMI Service Layer.  The CI gets 
real- time dynamic instrumentation information from manageable products and passes it to the MI via the Service Layer.  It shields 
component vendors from decisions about management applications, allowing them to focus on providing competitive management 
features and functionalities for their products. 
 
For more information about MIF files, instrumentation, and DMI, visit the following site on the World Wide Web:  
http://www.dmtf.org/ 
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3 DMI Components 
Following the DMI Standard, DMI contains four elements: 
 MA  FET DMI Explorer. 
 CI   FET Adapter Instrumentation. 
 CI Ext  FET Adapter Instrumentation Extension. 
 MIF  MIF file for VIA Rhine Family Fast Ethernet Adapter. 

 
Under the architecture or DMI, the Service Layer is essential to monitor VIA Rhine Family Fast Ethernet Adapter.It means that 
DMI can work with or without Service Layer. 
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4 DMI Installer 
For detail about installing DMI on various Microsoft Windows platform: 

4.1 Install DMI in Windows 2000/XP/Server 2003 
In Microsoft windows 000, XP and Server 2003, VIA SNMP service installation procedure is listed as the following: 
1. In the folder contains DMI package, there are two version of setup program 
2. A Self-Extracting EXE and the DMI subfolder contains uncompressed setup program. 
3. Double Click on the Self-Extracting EXE or the setup.exe in the DMI subfolder to launch the setup program, 
4. Following the instruction of the setup program, to finish the setup of DMI. 
 
Note: 
1. You must be logged on as an administrator or a member of the Administrators group in order to complete this procedure.  
2. DMI could be effect right after installation. 
3. The setup program will prompt your to remove previous installation and to update miniport driver of your network adaptor if 

needed before installation. 
 

4.2 Install DMI in Windows 95/98/ME/NT4 
In Microsoft windows 95/98/ME/NT4, DMI installation procedure is listed as the following: 
1. In the folder contains DMI package, there are two version of setup program 
2. A Self-Extracting EXE and the DMI subfolder contains uncompressed setup program. 
3. Double Click on the Self-Extracting EXE or the setup.exe in the DMI subfolder to launch the setup program. 
4. Following the instruction of the setup program, to finish the setup of DMI. 
 
Note: 
1. DMI could be effect after system restart. 
2. The setup program will prompt your to remove previous installation and to update miniport driver of your network adaptor if 

needed before installation. 
 

4.3 Update Miniport Driver 
In Microsoft windows 95/98/ME/NT4/2000/XP/Server 2003, DMI installation procedure will automatically update driver in your 
system if necessary. It will show a progress bar while performing driver update. 

 
 

4.4 Remove DMI in Windows platform 
In Microsoft windows 95/98/ME/NT4/2000/XP/Server 2003, DMI installation procedure is listed as the following: 
1. Click Start, point to Settings, and click Control Panel. Double-click Add/Remove Programs. 
2. In the list of installed program, choose DMI. 
3. Click Add/Remove button to remove DMI. 
 
Or 
1. Click Start, point to Program Files VIA DMI, and click VIA DMI uninstall. 
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5 Starting DMI 
While DMI was installed onto the system, the CI will automatically run after Windows starts up.  
Then MA could be launched to monitor the status or CI; there is a Shortcut to launch it. 

5.1 Program File Shortcut 
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6 Using FET DMI Explorer 
The Basic Feature covered the general information, advance properties setting and historical statistics data of the network adapter. 

6.1 Viewing attributes values 
To view attributes in the left view, select the desired component and group. The attributes and attribute values appear in the right 
view. 

 

6.2 Refresh Attributes 
Accelerator key F5 is supported to get the latest data; click on specific group could have the same effect, too. 

6.3 Next Adapter 
To monitor multiple adapters on the system, FET DMI Explorer support function called Next Row to retrieve all adapters 
presented on the system by order. 
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6.4 First Adapter 
In addition to Next Row function, FET DMI Explorer supports First Row function also to set the index of adapters discovery to 
default value. 
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6.5 Viewing Properties 
For each component, group and attribute. There are three ways to see its property. 
 Menu File Property 
 Toolbar Properties Icon 
 Right Click on desired component, group or attribute. 
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7 Properties of FET Adapter Instrumentation 
FET Adapter Instrumentation support several standard groups of attributes such as Network Adapter 802 Port Group, and some 
customized group of attributes like VIA Network Driver Extensions Group as well. 
Here are the groups that FET Adapter Instrumentation supported under the situation with or without Service Layer. 

7.1 With Service Layer 
DMI could cooperate with any standard approved Service Layer. 

7.1.1 Component: VIA Rhine Family Fast Ethernet Adapter Driver 
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7.1.2 Group: Component ID 

 

7.1.3 Group: Network Adapter Driver Group 
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7.1.4 Group: Network Adapter 802 Port Group 

 

7.1.5 Group: VIA Network Adapter Instrumentation Group 
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7.1.6 Group: Network Adapter Driver Extensions Group 

 

7.2 Without Service Layer 
DMI could be function standalone without any standard approved Service Layer. 

7.2.1 Component: VIA Rhine Family Fast Ethernet Adapter Driver 
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7.2.2 Group: Component ID 

 

7.2.3 Group: Network Adapter Driver Group 
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7.2.4 Group: Network Adapter 802 Port Group 

 

7.2.5 Group: VIA Network Adapter Instrumentation Group 
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7.2.6 Group: Network Adapter Driver Extensions Group 

 
 


